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      Haemostatic defects or thrombosis associated with secondary erythrocytosis is well known in adult patients with cyanotic congenital heart disease (CCHD).1 One of the most serious complications of this haematological derangement is a cerebrovascular event,2 although a large study of adult patients with CCHD showed no increased risk of stroke.3 Although these patients may not develop apparent stroke, they often have various neurological symptoms, such as headache, dizziness, and tinnitus, in association with blood hyperviscosity.1 To our knowledge, no systematic magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies of the brain in this condition have been reported. Investigating the relation between brain MRI findings and blood coagulation abnormalities may be important for adequate management of patients with CCHD.

    

      METHODS

      We studied 15 consecutive patients with CCHD aged 18–45 years (median age 24) who had been examined and followed up at the Tsukuba University Hospital for more than 10 years. None of the patients had undergone a radical operation for cardiac defects because of high pulmonary vascular resistance for Fontan circulation in eight patients (three with single ventricle, two with tetralogy of Fallot, two with double outlet right ventricle, and one with corrected transposition of the great arteries and ventricular septal defect (VSD); the latter five patients also had pulmonary atresia, hypoplastic pulmonary arteries, or hypoplastic left ventricle) and because of extremely high pulmonary arterial resistance with a right to left shunt (Eisenmenger’s syndrome) in seven (two with VSD, two with VSD and ductus arteriosus, two with atrioventricular septal defect, and one with VSD and transposition of the great arteries). Two patients had undergone Blalock-Taussig anastomosis but the postoperative courses were uneventful. None of the patients had had cardiopulmonary bypass or catheter intervention. Patients with … 



  





      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
        No financial support was received for this research.

      




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via BCS  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: British Cardiovascular Society]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Top cited articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Education in heart
	Best Research Paper Award
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 SoundCloud
	 YouTube

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1468-201XPrint ISSN: 1355-6037

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & British Cardiovascular Society. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


